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Ref: CLAAS/LHR/103/2019 June 17, 2019

Honourable Dr. Shireen Mazari,
Federal Minister for Human Rights,
Government of Pakistan,
ISLAMABAD

We are grateful to you for giving us this opportunity to share our concern and issues faced by
religious minorities in Pakistan.  Your appointment as Human Right Minister is very encouraging
as we look up to you as a progressive intellectual who has the ability and potential to lead the
present government in making human rights situation better for marginalized communities.

Being a human rights defender I have been serving my community through my organization
CLAAS for the past twenty seven years by providing free legal aid to victims of Blasphemy,
forced marriage, forced conversion, sexual assault, police torture and other oppressions and
shelter support to women and children whose lives are in danger.

Despite government efforts in bringing pro-women legislations the reality is still very grim and
there continue to be high volume of gender based violence. We appreciate the way government
handled the non-democratic forces after the Supreme Court judgment in Asia Bibi case. This
proved your commitment in curbing the forces working against the sovereignty of Pakistan.

With this perspective we present to you our charter of demand and hope that you will give due
consideration to our recommendations.

Sincerely,

M.A. Joseph Francis
Member of the British Empire (MBE)
National Director CLAAS
Council Member Human Rights Commission of Pakistan (HRCP)
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Subject: Concerns of Religious Minorities in Pakistan

(Charter of Demand)

In order to make this meeting meaningful and focused within your precious time, I would like to
make the following submission for your sympathetic consideration and necessary action:-

1. Since the last 70 years of Pakistan, none of the main political parties of Pakistan have
given party tickets to any minority candidate for general seats rather they have always
been nominated by the political party leaders.
The current leaders in the assemblies are not the representatives of the minorities rather
they are the representatives of the political parties and have to abide by their party
discipline.

2. Ever since the Constitution of Pakistan was made, Christians are still acting on the
British marriage and divorce acts of 1869 and 1872 whereas the British left the sub-
continent 70 years ago. It is a need of the time to make amendments in the said act to
provide due justice. We recommend that legislative reviews and reforms in family/
personal laws of the religious minorities be made in consensus with the representatives
of the minorities to examine any injustice against minority citizens.

3. The 1973 Constitution of Pakistan declares minorities as 3rd grade citizens. The Article 2
of the 1973 Constitution of Pakistan claims that ‘Islam shall be the State religion of
Pakistan’. If Islam is to be the only and just religion in Pakistan, then what is the status
and position of minorities in this country? It is interesting to note that the constitution of
Pakistan itself has contradictory articles justifying socio-cultural practices resulting into
intolerance and hostility towards minorities. The state portrays in front of the international
community that the minorities in Pakistan are given rights as equal citizens and enjoy
constitutional rights whereas this is not true. The Federal Shariat Court does not allow
any Christian lawyer to represent any case.

May I quote the saying of Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah who had stated on
August 11, 1947; that all the citizens of Pakistan have equal rights without discrimination
of race, color, religion & belief. Talking about today, I don’t see that the founders of
Pakistan, who had laid the foundation on the above mentioned grounds, are in practice
anymore. When minorities apply for a job they are being judged for who they are, their
religious belief are brought in the limelight and the majority overrule them.

4. I would like to draw your attention on the alarming situation of forced conversion of the
minorities’ girls in Pakistan that “our young minor Christian and Hindu girls are forcefully
converted into Islam and forced marriage with the Muslim men under the Islamic rites.
There is no law against conversion in Pakistan whereas number of conversion cases is
increasing day by day. The courts always showed their biased attitude if a minor Hindu
and Christian girl contracted marriage under the Sharia Law and always kept aside the
child marriage restrain act where the age of a girl for marriage is determine as 16. The
ages of minor girls are changed fraudulently and within an hour or so their documents for
conversion and marriage certificates are made. Our demand against forced conversion
and forced marriages is below:
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 Law should be framed against forced conversion of minor girls of minorities.
 Child marriage Restrained Act should be applicable stricto senso in its true letters and

sprit.
 Court should not be biased while dealing with the cases of forced conversion.
 Conversion certificates by the religious clerics should be banned to the minor girls/ boys

less the age of 18.

5. Implementation on National Minority Rights Commission in the light of directive judgment
of June, 2014 passed by august Supreme Court of Pakistan. The government should
ensure that the commission should be given the status and functioning of a court.

6. We demand the present government to make some procedural changes in the
Blasphemy law to stop its misuse. Our recommendation is that if Blasphemy charges are
filed against someone; the accused and the complainant both must be immediately
taken into the police custody and if the complainant is found false the accuser must be
punished strictly in accordance with law.

7. Denationalization of Christian properties especially educational institutions nationalized.
The honorable Supreme Court in its judgment has clearly expressed that the Education
was nationalized not the properties. The names of these institutes are Gordon College
Rawalpindi, Murray College Sialkot, Christian School Haji Pura Sialkot, Rang Mahall
Mission High School Lahore, St. Francis High School Anar Kali Lahore, Kinnaird Girl
High School Nicolson Lahore, Ghosha-e- Aman Ghari Shahu Lahore and other Christian
school in District Gujrat, Sheikhupura, District Narowal and Daska and holy family
Rawalpindi.

8. Removal of hatred contents from the text books.

9. Strict implementation of job quota system for minorities, along with appointments on
merits.

10. Conduct a fair census and its results of minorities

I would end writing this letter which is indeed a plethora of complaints with a hope, that the PTI
government will consider making some amendments in the law, with a firm belief that the
minorities will be treated fairly in every walk of life as they are called the equal citizens of Islamic
Republic of Pakistan.


