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CLAAS BOARD in 2014

CLAAS has a Board consisting of 12 members from different walks of life but share similar
concerns of the promotion of human rights.
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List of CLAAS Staff Members in the year 2014

1. Mr. M.A Joseph Francis MBE, National Director
2. Ms. Katherine Sapna, Program Officer (Resigned on March 09, 2015)
3. Ms. Rama Rasheed, Assistant Program Officer(Resigned in May 2015)
4. Mr. Sohail Habel, Finance Manager
5. Ms. Sahrish Rasheed, Assistant Finance Manager
6. Mr. Joel Samuel, Internal Auditor
7. Mr. Asif Raza, Assistant Field Officer
8. Ms. Rubina Ghazal, In-Charge Legal Department
9. Ms. Shagufta Nazir, Assistant In-Charge Legal Department (Joined in January)
10. Mr. Hunny Bashir, Assistant In-Charge Legal Department (Joined in June 2014

and Resingned in May 2015).
11. Mr. Johnson Sohail, Receptionist
12. Mr. Yousaf Khokhar, Janitor (Left in December 2014)
13. Mr. John Paul Bernard, Driver (Left in January 2014)
14. Mrs. Nasreen Sajid, Kitchen In-charge (cook)
15. Mr.Naeem Emmanuel (Support Staff)

Legal Advisors CLAAS & Court Clerks

1- Mr. Tahir Bashir (Advocate High Court)
2- Mr. Nasir Anjum Suba (Advocate High Court)
3- Mr. Tanvir Masih (Advocate High Court) (Left in January 2014)
5- Mr. Ayaz Gill (Court Clerk)
6- Mr. Aqeel Naveed (Court Clerk)
7- Mr. Qaiser Yousaf (Court Clerk) Joined in September 2014 and left in March 2015

Staff of Apna Ghar (Rehabilitation Centre for Women & Safe House)

1. Mrs. Maria Basharat, In-charge Apna Ghar (Left in February 2015)
2. Mr. Basharat, Watchman Apna Ghar
3. Mr. Liaqat Bhatti, Tailor Master-Apna Ghar
4. Mrs. Parveen Ashraf, Cleaner Apna-Ghar (Joined in October 2014)
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Executive Summary

Someone said that societies would increasingly be judged on how they dealt with difference. In
Pakistan today the society and people are at loss as they are taking difference as an adversity,
and that is how they treat and deal people who have different faith or opinion.

Christians in Pakistan are especially vulnerable because unlike Hindus – who are the biggest
non-Muslim group in the country – Christians are part of a vibrant middle class where conflicts
are frequent and giving any conflict a religious touch instantly gives majority group –
the Muslims – a clear edge.

This report details fact-finding in the cases where Christians’ position as a weaker segment
of the society was exploited to trample their rights and gain unjust advantage. There are some
cases of Hindus, Ahmadis and even Muslims, but these exceptions only point towards the
trend of a society where anyone seen as weak or “different” is treated as a non-entity.

Fact-finding – CLAAS strength

CLAAS has ample expertise and an experience of over 30 years of conducting, and reporting
on, the fact-finding missions. Besides accuracy, comprehensiveness and essential local impact,
one resounding aspect of CLAAS’ successful work has been that it has not slowed down over
this long period of time and its response time – a critical factor in validity of any fact-finding
mission – has been as good as it needs to be.

CLAAS has support of friends, other social activists and organizations, administration and most
importantly, trust of the people involved in these difficult situations. The situation becomes
worse when a Christian boy converted into Islam and maltreatment & harassment against
Christians in Nusrat Colonoy Faisalabad. Muslim extremist tried to implicate a Christian Pastor
in a fake blasphemy case at Faisalabad. Two Christians were falsely involved in a theft case by
the Muslim at Wahdat Colony Lahore.  In 2014 a Christian boy assassinated due to his faith in
Jesus Christ, 8 years old Christian girl Saira Iqbal was raped by Muslim boy in Sialkot and
Aneeqa Arif a Christian was kidnapped and forced to convert in Islam. Muslim extremists
grabbed Church property at Syed Nagar Alipur Chatta Gujranwala; Naseem Bibi a victim of
sexual violence, Nazir Masih a Christian brutally murdered in Daska. A young Christian boy was
murder after sodomy, a dispute occurred between Christian and Muslims at Raja Jang District
Kasur. Muqdas Liaqat raped by two Muslims, a Chiristain Sumera Bibi severely injured by the
Muslims in a dispute, Two Christians murdered in District Kasur. It was not an end; the
Christians were threatened after the registration of a Blasphemy case against 55 Christians in
Chak no. 206 District Faisalabad. A minor girl Rabia was kidnapped by the Muslim and forced to
marriage, A new style in Pakistan to express hatred against Christians, Fatima Marriam raped
by the Muslim boys, a Christian couple burnt alive at Kot Radha Kishan District Kasur, Crimes
and Capital punishments in Pakistan, A Christian woman Elisba Bibi was tortured by the Muslim
family of Rana Town Ferozewala Lahore.
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Cases and conflicts: This report is a collection of cases where the vested interest played on
haplessness of the weak, and more importantly, failure of the administration to act properly
and/or timely.

The blasphemy scourge: Not surprisingly, most of these cases involve blasphemy law, a
legislation that suffers from a vague definition. The trouble caused by ambiguity of the law is
blown out of proportion by an ill-guided religiosity of society and evil designs of the extremists.

Before going into details of the cases, a word on nomenclature must be put in. Sometimes a
broad term of “blasphemy” is used for all those cases where an allegation of disregard to
others’ religious feelings or of disrespect to religion, is made. Now these cases of disrespect
and disregard could be divided in various categories as according to law but the use of term
“blasphemy” by any party – complainant, supporters, administration or the media –
unfortunately brings down the wrath of  blasphemy law, the infamous 295 C, that carries
the maximum punishment possible – the death penalty; but most absurdly once the word
“blasphemy” is incorporated in proceedings and reports at any stage, the case brings the most
serious threat and consequences for the accused. In most instances these consequences are
enormously bigger than even the ultimate punishment of death. The worst example of this
scenario was the Gojra in August 2009 and Joseph Colony Lahore in March 2013 incidents in
which an allegation of desecration of Quran brought out an angry mob that caused unnecessary
destruction, and death of 9 Christians.

Similarly in  Francisabad Gujranwala the  conflict among the Muslims  and Christian youth
occurred on playing of music slow or loudly but the potential danger – and demand of some of
the mischief mongers – was an allegation of blasphemy.

All the above cases cited among those where CLAAS reached well in time and averted such
conflicts as escalate with each hour passing, and in absence of attention. In all three
cases timely and hectic efforts by CLAAS helped the locals. In case of Joseph Colony
(Lahore), CLAAS was the first among the human rights organizations to reach the area but
unfortunately their pleading and negotiations were defeated by behind-closed-doors meetings
of the powerful land mafia in collaboration with religious extremists.
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Kidnappings and forced conversions:

Another main area of crime is kidnapping of young girls and “consuming” them in any manner
that their captors deem fit. According to a report published in daily Dawan, a famous English
newspaper in Pakistan that 1000 minority girls including 700 Christian & 300 Hindus are
forced in marriage against their wills annually in Pakistan. The girls abducted may be
sold out to others, kept for sexual abuse, given in prostitution, converted to Islam for giving in
marriage to elderly men or just for having fun with them in the name of marriage for as long as
their captors desire.
Three cases reported here – and countless others that CLAAS deals with – invariably give the
same picture and trends.

Success stories: In human rights work one has to be contended with efforts that bear fruit
for the society in general and not necessarily for the survivors of the particular cases. CLAAS
however thankful to the Lord that almost in all cases reported here a timely intervention
checked the cruel trend where the respective case was going, and in at least half of these
cases CLAAS was able to avert the possible conflict getting out of hand. In the cases where
an outright truce was not possible, CLAAS instituted free legal aid to at least let a legal sense
prevail.

Special thanks:

CLAAS is grateful to all those who support, facilitate and implement its activities for the
benefit of Christians as well as for the support of friends belonging to other faiths.
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A word from National Director

Killing of innocent citizens in the name of religion, war on terror,
suicide attacks by the so called militants and the country facing
political instability, law and order situation, judicial crisis and
extra judicial killings, financial crisis, hunger & un-employment
and religious intolerance crash the country over the years and
this year too. The present and previous inhuman acts faced by
the non-Muslim citizens of the country and the way they are
suffering for their survival is not out of sight. The government is
totally failed to protect the minorities especially Christians and
also not even bothered to highlight facts of the brutal attacks’
the findings in public at large. The government also failed to
execute their policies to discourage extremists and radical

elements and abortive to stop the propaganda against non-Muslim citizens in the country. The
hard liner groups and the state spread hatred and religious intolerance among different
communities and as a result many innocent people killed and injured. The government is
prejudiced and supporting militant’s therefore religious minorities suffering and their future is
dark in Pakistan.

Attacks on churches, Christian colonies, false blasphemy accusations and registration of false
blasphemy cases by the extremists groups for the completion of their vested interests, forced
marriages after forced conversions (where under age Christian girls were forcibly converted to
Islam and later forced them for marriage), inequality (where Christians also suffered at
their work places and faced discriminatory behaviors by the co-workers) especially with the
bonded laborers at brick kilns’ & social boycott by the fellow residents after false allegations of
blasphemy, discriminatory legislation and various other forms biased and unfair attitudes of
judges in the courts not new in Pakistan. Because of the impunity people are provoked and
misinterpreted by religious extremists from the Mosque’s loudspeaker usually a mob without
inquiring the matter enraged and attacked.

This report is a picture and massacres witness that how the Christians attacked in series,
maltreated, killed and tortured in year 2014.

Maltreatment & harassment against Christians in Nusrat Colonoy Faisalabad, Muslim extremist
tried to implicate a Christian Pastor in a fake blasphemy case at Faisalabad. Two Christian
were falsely involved in a theft case by the Muslim at Wahdat Colony Lahore.  In 2014 a
Christian boy assassinated due to his faith in Jesus Christ, 8 years old Christian girl Saira Iqbal
was raped by Muslim boy in Sialkot and Aneeqa Arif a Christian was kidnapped and forced to
convert in Islam. Muslim extremists grabbed Church property at Syed Nagar Alipur Chatta
Gujranwala; Naseem Bibi a victim of sexual violence, Nazir Masih a Christian brutally
murdered in Daska. A young Christian boy was murder after sodomy, a dispute occurred
between Christian and Muslims at Raja Jang District Kasur. Muqdas Liaqat raped by two
Muslims, a Chiristain Sumera Bibi severely injured by the Muslims in a dispute, Two Christians
murdered in District Kasur. It was not an end; the Christians were threatened after the
registration of a Blasphemy case against 55 Christians in Chak no. 206 District Faisalabad. A
minor girl Rabia was kidnapped by the Muslim and forced to marriage, A new style in Pakistan
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to express hatred against Christians, Fatima Marriam raped by the Muslim boys, a Christian
couple burnt alive at Kot Radha Kishan District Kasur, Crimes and Capital punishments in
Pakistan, A Christian woman Elisba Bibi was tortured by the Muslim family of Rana Town
Ferozewala Lahore.

Since the violent attacks are going to be happened and till date 70 churches attacked where
as 158 people killed, 275 were injured and four innocent Christians lost their eyes. There are
no effective bars on extremists from the majority Muslim community waging allegation
against religious minorities for desecration of Holy Quran, derogatory remarks against
the prophet Mohammad, hurt of religious feelings, holy personages or places and forced
occupation of churches and associated lands and graveyards.

CLAAS is at the forefront along with other civil society organizations to save & protect
the injured as well the affected Christians after attacks by extremists and actively involved for
their rehabilitation as well as their legal counseling. The civil society continuously played an
important role in ensuring institutional guarantees for the protection and promotion of all civil,
political, social and cultural rights for all citizens without cast and creed. They urged
harmonious co- existence, regard for difference of opinion, respect for basic rights and
democratic values and norms. CLAAS remained engaged in extensive advocacy at grass
root, national and international level to drawing attention for addressing evils as poverty,
ignorance, violence, coercion, injustices and victimizations.

CLAAS tried its level best to raise the core issues faced by the Christians in Pakistan and
demonstrated continues struggle to protect religious minorities from hatred, discriminations,
violent attacks and maltreatment in the name of religion by the extremists and other religious
fundamentalists. This report will tell the readers how in every walk of life Christians are being
discriminated constitutionally, politically, religiously, socially, economically, educationally and
culturally.

Although the religious minorities in Pakistan are oppressed and depressed and deprived form
their basic rights but still we hope for the bright future and will continue to struggle for
the change.

Thank You

M. A. Joseph Francis MBE
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INTRODUCTION CLAAS

CENTRE FOR LEGAL AID ASSISTANCE & SETTLEMENT (CLAAS) started in 1992, with
the commitment to address the acute need of legal aid assistance, protection and
settlement for the victims of religious intolerance (especially victims charged under
blasphemy), human rights violations faced by vulnerable groups, such as religious
minority’s women and children. CLAAS is a Multi-religious Organization and helping
victims of abuse and discrimination without cast and creed. Therefore, a group of
concerned Christians along with few progressive Muslim colleagues encouraged Mr. M. A.
Joseph Francis MBE to start working for the protection and promotion of human rights and
formed CLAAS in Lahore. The CLAAS operates and works at secular & ecumenical level
and this incorporation is visible in the CLAAS board.

MOTIVATION (Background reasons for setting up CLAAS)

Mr. M. A. Joseph Francis MBE started this initiative as human rights activist in 1965 when
war broke out between India & Pakistan and the Christians were blamed as traitor and spy
as Indian secret agent. Through these serious allegations under defense of Pakistan
article 132-A & 132-B, thousands of Christians were arrested and hundreds of Christians
were murdered. In that situation Mr. Joseph Francis MBE began talks with government
officials for release of innocent Christians. Later Mr. Zulfiqar Ali Bhutto came in to power
as Prime Minister of Pakistan he therefore released the innocent Christians arrested under
the fake charges deserter. The hatred against Christians never ended till date and the
period from 1977 to 1988, when the military dictator, General Zia ul Haq, got rid of his
political & fundamentalist adversaries to enjoy economic, social and political freedom to
obtain religious backing for his spread of fundamentalism and obscurantism of Islamization
and forcedly introduced discriminatory legislation such as including, Hudood Ordinance
relating to Zakat, Ushr, Qisas and Diyat, the Qanoon-e-Shahadat (Law of Evidence),
Blasphemy Laws under sections Pakistan Penal Code (PPC) 295, 295-A, 295-B, 295-C
(the most draconian of all laws offence punished with death or imprisonment for life), 298
A, 298-B and 298-C PPC added for Ahmadis.

The disparity of political strength encouraged the overzealous Islamists to persecute
religious minorities through these laws of blasphemy. A separate electorate system was
introduced which was based upon the religious identity of the citizens whereby persecution
against them also increased in government services. Non-Muslim citizens could not
contest as general candidates in the parliamentary elections. Under 167&168 Martial Law
Order the Christian educational institutions nationalized and captured. A separate column
introduce for obtaining national identity cards as well as in the passports. Article 2 of the
Constitution of Pakistan declares that Islam is the state religion and Article 2-A makes the
Objectives Resolution a substantive part of the Constitution. Non-Muslim citizens cannot
hold two of the highest public offices (The President & The Prime Minister) of the land and
Islamic provisions of the Constitution (Articles 227-230) are designed to ensure that all
laws conform to the Holy Quran, Sunnah and enforcement of the Federal Shariat (Islamic
Fiqh-Jurisprudence) Court. Resultantly the discriminatory legislation prompted an
atmosphere of intolerance against religious minorities in the country, which not only
encourages sentiments of religious prejudice and bigotry against non-Muslim citizens but
also poses a serious threat to basic human rights.
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